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ASHINGTON—Defense Sec-
Caspar W. Weinberger said
ursday that the recent spate of
ionage and weapons theft cases
ncerns me very much” but “1
't think they represent a letting
wn of the guard.”

Weinberger told a luncheon
ting with reporters “The fact
t these things are surfacing can
attributed perhaps to greater
orcement efforts.”

e added: “AR ‘of them are
rehensible,” but “sadly, you are
to have spigs. and thieves no
tter what we do.”.

comments came as the first
the Walker family espionage
moved through its fourth day
Norfalk, Va. Closing arguments
scheduled for today in the case
ur J. Walker, a retired Navy
tenant commander accused of
ing confidential military docu-
nts to his brother for relay to
et agents.

ince the Walker family spy case
aced last spring, the govern-
nt has announced two sets of
ictments involving other mili-
personnel.
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In San Diego, a Navy storekeep-
er aboard the aircraft carrier Kitty
Hawk was among those accused of
stealing spare parts for sophisticat-
ed weapons systems and selling
them to Iranian agents. And in
Florida, a Pentagon-based Army
lieutenant colonel was indicted for
allegedly joining in a foiled con-
spiracy to sell thousands of missiles
to operatives for Ayatollah Ruhol-
lah Khomeini's regime.

Responding to questions, Wein-
berger said that the cases are
related “only in the sense that they
may be motivated by common
greed.” The Walker case, he said,
involves “the selling of secrets of
the United States” and represents
*‘a serious loss” because it had been
“going on for 20 years.” The other
cases, he added, seem to be at-
tempts “to make money by illegal
acts.”

“All of them are reprehensi-
ble—the espionage is more repre-
hensible,” he said. “. . . Certainly,
these are all very unhappy events,
but I don’t think they represent
any letting down of the guard or
anything like that. I think it is
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fortunate they are being caught
when they are. Obviously, you try
to learn lessons from each one of
these things.”

Asked what lessons have been
learned, the Pentagon chief replied:
“That we ought to be as careful as
we can in the number of (security)
clearances and in the people who
have access” to secrets.

“I don’t have any illusion that
that is going to cure the problem,
but it narrows the target; it reduces
the number of people who might be
tempted,” he said.
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